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Poverty and Education 
Problem Statement 
	Extant research indicates a crisis in the completion of high school education with burgeoning drop out rates and decreasing graduation rates. In 2012, approximately 1.1 million high school students failed to complete matriculation and receive diplomas. Although high school graduation rates increased over the past five decades, recent research indicates that rates are yet again declining. High school dropout rates are highly correlated with the experience of both childhood and current family and community level poverty. For example, high school adolescents that reside in families in the bottom 20% of income earners are five times more likely to drop out than high school students in families that are in the top 20% of income earners. In the United States, poverty is consistently rising with more than 20 %, or one in five children or adolescents living in families that are experiencing poverty. Additionally, students that are racial and ethnic minorities, such as African-American or Latino are more likely to experience poverty (DePaoli et al., 2015). 
	Educational attainment is linked to several positive life outcomes and indicators of wellbeing including improved health, income, and employment opportunities. In contrast, high school dropouts face varying social, employment, health, mental health, and economic outcomes. Specifically, high school dropouts have increased the risk for poor health, engagement with the criminal justice system, and reliance on public and social welfare systems in order to sustain. In comparison to graduates, dropouts are less likely to obtain gainful employment or earn a living wage (Rumberger, 2011). These social costs impact not only the dropout in terms of individual outcomes but also present deleterious economic outcomes through decreased productivity and high costs associated with public welfare and criminal justice that affect taxpayer burden (Belfield & Levin, 2007). 
Contributory Polices, Practices, and Procedures 
	The pejorative impact of poverty is augmented by systemic policies that limit access to resources and increase the likelihood of experiencing negative life circumstances that will increase the likelihood of high school drop out including exposure to violence, homelessness, interaction with the criminal justice system, and mental health diagnoses, such as depression, anxiety, and post-traumatic stress disorder. The method by which schools are funded contributes to the negative impact of poverty on education. Schools are funded through property taxes and schools located in poorer neighborhoods have limited financial and political resources to offer support to the students that are most likely to be at-risk for dropping out due to residing in a poorer neighborhood (Wodtke, Harding, & Elwert, 2011). 
Importance of Problem 
	The impact of high school dropout rates has an impact on the individuals, their communities, and the nation as a whole. Adults without high school diplomas are more likely to have limited employment opportunities and have earnings below a living wage. High school dropouts earn about $10,000 less than high school graduates annually. Furthermore, they have higher rates of unemployment that may reach as high as 29.4% during times of economic uncertainty. These circumstances increase the likelihood of lifelong poverty. And, lack of educational attainment is a primary correlate of multi-generational poverty. Residing in poverty then provides limited access to resources for improvement and results in additional family and community stressors that negatively impact physical, mental, and behavioral health (DePaoli et al., 2015; Murnane, 2013). 
	High school drop out rates also have a negative effect on economies ranging from the local, state, and federal level.  High school dropouts are also more likely to become involved with the criminal justice system and 3.5 times more likely to be arrested. Moreover, 75% of state inmates and 59% of federal inmates failed to complete high school. The costs of incarceration associated with high school dropout rates total more than $1.4 billion each year. Economies also face additional cost associated with illiteracy, which has an estimated national cost of $463 billion annually and cost businesses $40 million per year in lost revenue (DePaoli et al., 2015; Murname, 2013). 
Actions Taken to Address the Problem 
	Two strategies with vastly different paradigms exist in addressing the issue of poverty and educational disparities in graduation rates. The first paradigm focuses heavily on improving outcomes by providing services and support to students experiencing poverty and deemed at-risk. Many of these initiatives rely on previous social research establishing the importance of early childhood education and reducing the racial achievement gap early in a child’s academic career through increased tutoring, support, and academic enrichment activities. While demonstrably effective for younger students, these strategies provide limited benefit to older students that are closer to graduation (Burrus & Roberts, 2012).
	The second paradigm involves conducting public outreach and advocacy to address and augment the resources of poorer communities. Research clearly indicates that concentrated poverty has a more deleterious effect on student outcomes, especially when schools are located in highly segregated areas with higher concentrations of racial and ethnic minorities and poverty. These school systems also have less supportive programming and protective factors, such as playgrounds and afterschool programs and activities. Legislative initiatives from school choice vouchers to charter schools have been implemented to improve school environments in poverty-stricken neighborhoods (Burrus & Roberts, 2012).
Biblical Worldview
	The Bible expresses concern for the least amongst society in Matthew 25: 31-46. In this passage, a concern is expressed for the treatment of the least, which is seen as indicative of Christian character. The least may be considered those that are marginalized, and within our current society poverty creates disparate conditions that result in a range of human stigmatization and suffering. Adolescents living in poverty are the least in society due to their experiences with poverty and being children with limited ability to affect their life circumstances and outcomes. Therefore, working towards improving high school graduation rates is aligned with strong Christian character and moral treatment of the most vulnerable members of society. 
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